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Introduction

The teams at Luris

Luris

Knowledge Exchange Office of Leiden University and
Leiden University Medical Center
Luris connects Leiden scientists with the market and society at large,

Knowledge Partnering:

Grant Development:

tying opportunities and Leiden

increasing the chances of getting

possibilities together.

research funding.

Entrepreneurship:

Public Relations:

spurring entrepreneurship in the

letting the world know about

hearts of Leiden academics.

the research partnerships that

in order to make the most of their scientific knowledge.
Our organisation consists of a team of highly driven professionals with a scientific background or
a strong affinity with research. We take a multidisciplinary approach, putting together a different
team of experts for practically every project we take on. We have a large network of partners

emerged.

backing us up, from which we can draw external professionals where needed.
Legal Affairs:
the foundation of every good
relationship.
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A word from
the director
Ivo de Nooijer
Keeping society on board when it comes to the

If there is one field of endeavour where

they are delivered and by whom. Consequently,

diversity and open-mindedness are key; it

a gap is opening up between researchers and a

is research. Especially academic research

large part of the populace. Academic standing

benefits from non-traditional views and

is not sufficient to be a trusted messenger. In

exchange without borders. A flourishing

order to be heard, such a person needs to be

academic landscape is vital to tackle the

trusted by recipient as well as sender.

value, or even necessity, of academic research is

societal challenges humanity faces, I believe.

becoming an issue. 2016 has been an eventful year.

Unfortunately 2016 appears to have added a

At Luris we continue to help academics develop

challenge to the already daunting list.

the skills relevant to bridge that gap. No

Brexit, the United States presidential elections
and the continuing conflicts in the Middle East
stand out. Traditional values, anti-globalization, a
conservative response to the rapidly changing world
are often identified as root causes for these events.
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matter what the technical tools are, ultimately
Facts, such as research results, do not speak

communication is a human activity. Both

for themselves. To place them in their proper

parties must be willing to communicate, even

perspective, facts need to be put in context. In

if it’s for different reasons and speaking from a

a world where the value of facts appears to be

different perspective. The gap which needs to

eroding, we need to be more sensitive to how

be bridged will differ depending on the parties
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involved, for instance, high tech start-ups have

in August. It is located at Langegracht 70, in

life. This event looked at the consequences of

perspective and expertise. You will find their

different needs compared to local hospitals.

the inner city of Leiden. This places the office

technological developments for humans and

perspective on knowledge exchange in various

Nevertheless, respect for the other and

in the middle of a budding community of

society, taking a longer and people-centric

places in this report.

open-minded approach are key ingredients for

students, teachers, entrepreneurs, companies

perspective. What does it mean when we can

successful communication, no matter who sits

and other stakeholders. The cross-fertilization

edit genes in legal, anthropological and ethical

on the other side.

and closeness which comes with sharing a

sense? What defines humanity, if more and

roof, will help find new opportunities, and more

more parts of the body can be replaced by

importantly, new people to collaborate with to

synthetics?

No matter what
the technical tools are,
ultimately communication
is a human activity.

make academic research available to partners.
We continue to improve our organisation, from
Luris hosted or sponsored many events in the

within and without. We invited a group of

course of 2016 with a similar aim, as you will

people to help us improve ourselves and stay

see. We were proud to participate in the first

on course. These ambassadors come from the

Luris moved to HUBspot, the new Leiden

edition of Brave New World, the conference

various stakeholders Luris is engaged with. We

centre for innovation and entrepreneurship

about the impact of the future on human

are grateful for their willingness to offer their
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Ambassadors

Henri J. J. Lenferink
Mayor of Leiden

Knowledge exchange requires people to come together from different
backgrounds. We therefore invited key opinion leaders from various
stakeholders to advise us and challenge us as ambassadors of
knowledge exchange. There is always room to become better in
what we do and in addition we wish to keep an open mind towards
emerging needs and opportunities. Moreover, these ambassadors can
help us spread the word in their own setting, to find new people to
work with and further improve collaborations with existing partners.
These ambassadors all value knowledge exchange and the role
academic research plays. Here you will find their perspective on its
importance for society.
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Summed up in one slogan, Leiden is the ‘Key to
Discovery’. Worldwide we have a great reputation;
the city where Rembrandt was born and developed
his amazing talents, and the city of Leiden
University, connected with such great minds as
René Descartes and Albert Einstein. Our past is as
glorious as our future will be, thanks to thousands
and thousands of students and scholars pushing
the boundaries of science and knowledge every
day. Looking back proudly is one thing: unlocking
future solutions to the great challenges of our
times is another, and is part of Leiden’s DNA. We
hold the key to linking fundamental sciences with
applications in society, with Luris as our key holder.
Quality of life is a major topic, with people living
longer and – as we all hope – in a healthy, vital

balance of body and mind. In Leiden we provide and
develop ‘cure and care’ to contribute to this aim. The
speed of global changes in a ‘digital world’ brings
uncertainty. Humanity sciences play an essential
role in understanding current social and cultural
clashes. A deep understanding of ‘the rule of law’
helps us to deal with all kinds of tension in and
between people and nations. This, and so much
more, is part of the journey of discovery we are on
in Leiden every day – for the benefit of science and
society.
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Hester Bijl

Leiden University
Vice Rector Magnificus

Our students, academics and alumni contribute
to society in many ways. The have impact on
the economy, policies, societal issues and public
debate. That is why is it so important to be
connected to society. I am very pleased that Luris
helps us make connections with governmental
organisations or industry, to transfer knowledge,
create new knowledge with partners and stimulate
entrepreneurship. This is how Luris contributes
to the societal and economic impact of Leiden
University and Leiden University Medical Center.
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Wouter Bruins
Founder
In Ovo

From experience, I can tell you that tech transfer is
not easy. It is a field that is still in its infancy. We are
still trying to find the best way to use our knowledge
to create meaningful products for society. This
makes tech transfer a hard and challenging process.
It also means that failure is more common than
success. Yet, I believe that it should be at the top of
the agenda of any university. After all, without tech
transfer even the greatest scientific achievements
won’t make an impact. Making sure that each new
scientific discovery at Leiden University benefits
at least one person should always be our goal.
Tech transfer is a crucial part of ensuring that this
happens.

Mirjam Flik

Cultuurfonds Leiden
Culture Broker/Director

Cultuurfonds Leiden supports the interplay of
‘the golden triangle’: culture, knowledge and
economy in Leiden. By fostering collaborations,
the Cultuurfonds aims to stimulate the cultural
and entrepreneurial environment in Leiden. Leiden
already is a hotspot from new cultural enterprises,
with numerous national and international academic
top-institutes, museums, rich heritage, and the
Bio Science Park. Art and culture are ultimately
the way to bridge different worlds and contribute
to solutions that appear in the city on every
thinkable level. New connections and collaborations
open up a new perspective to contributions of
(commercial) partners outside the cultural sector.
The Cultuurfonds Leiden aims to stimulate such
new collaborations, and has a special interest in

partnerships with parties outside the cultural
sector. How can we reinforce each other – how can a
collaboration between partners in the arts, culture,
and entrepreneurship become more than the sum of
all parts?
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Menzo Havenga
President & CEO
Batavia Biosciences

Universities and university medical centers, such
as Leiden University and the LUMC, play a critical
role in the discovery of new medicines. It is crucial
for patients that such discoveries lead to new end
products, since per minute for instance 8 people
worldwide still succumb to AIDS and 22 people to
cancer. We are thus in dire need to develop novel
products. Translating academic discoveries into
products, in close collaboration with industry and
investors, thus needs to be eminently safeguarded.
University technology transfer offices like Luris
are critical to this process as they function like a
lubricate that keeps the engine running. Together
we go for it, because for patients there is no time to
lose!
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Pancras
Hogendoorn

Leiden University
Medical Center
Board Member/Dean of the
Leiden University Faculty of
Medicine

The LUMC has a responsibility towards society to
use its knowledge for the benefit of the general
public. Scientific knowledge is acquired through
research. The innovation chain of LUMC journeys
from fundamental, translational and clinical
research to patient care. From practical experiences
in patient care, new insights are developed. Our
students benefit from our excellent researchintensive education programmes. Not only our own
patients and students but also society at large
should profit from our scientific knowledge. Luris
supports researchers at LUMC with knowledge
exploitation and is an essential link in our innovation
chain.

Erna Kortlang
Notary/Partner
TeekensKarstens

The use of knowledge in today’s society is so very
important. Many scientific researches concern
and influence our society. For example medically,
financially, socially, technically and what more. The
knowledge and the effort to always try and learn
is something to admire. But to share information
with the world is, in my opinion, a key element. It all
comes down to the investing in that process, the
appreciation and attention of this process is very
important.

Silvère M. van
der Maarel

Leiden University
Medical Center
Professor of Medical Epigenetics
Head of Department Human
Genetics

Valorisation is an important aspect of the research
activities in the department of Human Genetics at the
LUMC. As a department in a university medical centre,
it is vital to facilitate that society, and in particular
healthcare, benefits from our discoveries. Also, for
scientists it is often particularly satisfying to see the
results of their research into a better understanding
of disease processes ultimately being used in
patient care. In recent years, the department, in
cooperation with LURIS, has gained broad experience
with knowledge utilization and increasingly sees
her findings being applied in healthcare and beyond.
In this way valorisation contributes to a better
healthcare.
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Christine Mummery
Leiden University
Medical Center
Professor Anatomy
& Embryology

As academic researchers in biomedical sciences
we often make valuable discoveries, say on
mechanisms underlying disease, that could be
useful in finding new therapies. However, we
rarely have the resources of knowledge to do
this in practice so that it is essential we can work
with companies to share our materials, assays or
knowledge. Licensing agreements for publically
funded research are the most satisfactory way to
do this for both sides and make the whole process
transparent so that any potential conflicts of
interest can be adequately dealt with up front.
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Carel Stolker

Gertjan van Ommen

Leiden University
Rector Magnificus

Leiden University
Medical Center
Professor Human Genetics

Collaboration between academic institutions and
commercial partners in the development of new
drugs has enormous advantages. The academic
world does not only contribute fundamental
insights, in-depth knowledge and expertise, and
advanced methods, but also offers high-quality
collections of samples and accompanying data
(-omics, clinical, imaging, lifestyle and behaviour).
Commercial partners may contribute to joint
projects with their operational knowledge and
efficiency in the developmental track, and – perhaps
more importantly – with their experience in guiding
new drugs through the regulatory process towards
the market. But there is more to a broad publicprivate partnership than knowledge exchange
between partners, or an upgrade of research

and development projects in terms of scale.
Indeed, the benefits of such collaborations are
myriad, and include shortening reduction of the
time-to-market and an increase of the chance of
commercial success. And it is not only about the
money, for the development of better medicines in
less time naturally has great societal value.
To fully realize this, however, new medicines should
be widely accessible. It is therefore of the utmost
importance that all parties involved jointly address
their high pricing. The resulting slow approvals and
reimbursement delays are increasingly becoming
greater stumbling blocks than those in the
innovation process itself.

I am from Law, a discipline that is not always
regarded as a scientific discipline – faculties of law
in the Anglo-Saxon world often present themselves
as law schools. And in the Netherlands the legal
discipline is often referred to “Rechtsgeleerdheid’,
instead of “Rechtswetenschap’. More ‘relevance’
than ‘science’, so to speak. However, in times
gone by, in England there was a convention that
only the writings of deceased legal scholars could
be cited. The reason was that the quality of their
writings could only be certain after a very long time
– i.e. their death. Fortunately, the impact of legal
scholarship is no longer a matter of life and death.
The sooner the better! And the same holds for all
the other disciplines.
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Hanna Swaab

Leiden University
Professor of Neurocognitive
Development and
Developmental Disorders
Dean of the Faculty of Social
and Behavioural Sciences

Research within the Social Sciences and Humanities
(SSH) focuses on the functioning of the individual,
relationships between individuals, relationships
within smaller groups such as families and within
bigger groups such as schools and organisations,
and also the functioning of relationships within
religious groups, political parties, governmental
organisations and society at large. We aim to
transfer knowledge and insights with our research,
and with that, help solve societal challenges in the
broadest definition possible. In order to be able to
focus on the most relevant societal challenges, we
work closely together with societal partners and
organisations. SSH research is, in a sense, ”science
with and for society” at its best.
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Erik Versnel

Rabobank Leiden-Katwijk
Chairman of the Board

Whenever possible, scientific research should
benefit society. In order to ensure that the results
of academic research have a swift and maximum
impact on society, it is important to ensure an active
contribution from all the relevant stakeholders:
those within the educational system, the
government and entrepreneurs. It is wonderful to
see how Luris facilitates this process in the Leiden
region and beyond. In view of its commitment to
strengthen the regional economy Rabobank is a
logical and proud partner in this process. We are
pleased to have intensified our cooperation with
Luris in 2016 through our partnership with HUBspot
and by continuing our commitment to the Enterprise
Leiden Fund for new entrepreneurs.
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CASES

Legenda

Listed is a selection of cases that Luris and Leiden academics have
successfully brought about this year. The strength of Luris is that the

Knowledge Partnering

Grant Development

Legal Affairs

Entrepreneurship

different office teams (Knowledge Partnering, Legal Affairs, Grant
Development and Entrepreneurship) work together on cases.
To highlight this, every case carries the colour of the team(s) that used
their expertise to make the cases a success. Also mentioned per case
is the academic or academics whose technology/research
was involved.
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Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs
Entrepreneurship

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Grant Development

Mirjam de Bruijn, Professor of Contemporary

Two licenses have been granted for mouse

In order to make regenerative medicine

Professor of Ultrastructural Biology Ariane

History and Anthropology of Africa, is

models developed by the group of professor

– such as tissue engineering and cellular

Briegel’s consortium has received NWO funding

the driving force behind the set-up of the

of Human Genetics Annemieke Aartsma-Rus;

therapies to enhance natural body functions

for investigating cholera. By using zebra fishes,

Voice4Thought Foundation, the first humanities

one to an American university and another to

– available to patients, LUMC aims to partner

which have a human-like immune system,

spin-off to derive from Leiden University.

a pharmaceutical company that has been a

with companies that develop and market

researchers will combine microscopy and

Voice4Thought is a platform that aims to

longstanding LUMC partner. The mouse models

the treatments. A deal with the Canadian

novel chemical markers to get insights into

make alternative, non-censured knowledge

will be used to research Duchenne’s muscular

Centre for Commercialization of Regenerative

the biology of the cholera bacteria and how it

about social and political problems in global

dystrophy disease.

Medicine (CCRM), who have set up a model

interplays with its host organism. The aim is to

conflict areas heard through art and science.

Dr. A.M. Aartsma – Rus

for transferring these kinds of therapies to

develop new cholera treatments. The project

Inhabitants of those territories get the chance

industry, is a big step towards obtaining that

will be carried out within the Netherlands

to voice their convictions and point of view. Via

goal. LUMC hopes to involve other European

Centre for Electron Nanoscopy (NeCEN), the Cell

the platform, more objective information will be

medical centres in the deal in future.

Observatory, Leiden Institute of Chemistry and

available to the public.

Prof.dr. A.J. Rabelink

microscope expert FEI Company.

Prof.dr. M.E. de Bruijn
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Prof.dr. A. Briegel
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Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Legal Affairs

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

The department of Clinical Pharmacy and

Associate professor of Cardiology Twan de

Head of the Toxicology division Bob van

The departments of Parasitology and Molecular

Toxicology will collaborate with fifteen

Vries is collaborating with the Laboratory

de Water is coordinating EU-ToxRisk, a

Cell Biology have signed an agreement with

international partners regarding the research

of Experimental Cardiology of the Hart

multidisciplinary consortium of 39 universities,

American non-profit organisation PATH,

of pharmacogenetics: medication which is

Long Centrum Leiden, the Leiden University

companies, research institutions and

regarding the production of an antibody that

fine-tuned to the patient’s DNA. LUMC has

department of Medicinal Chemistry and the

regulatory bodies that will go in search of more

can be used to diagnose schistosomiasis – a

taken the lead in investigating this form of

American based Charles River Laboratories to

efficient, animal-friendly methods to establish

disease caused by parasitic flatworms inside

‘personalised medicine’ by analysing a number

investigate the testing of drugs on reproduced

the potential harmfulness of substances

the human body. The coalition aims to partner

of gene-drug combinations and patient

human heart cells. This might provide

and make improved predictions of safety for

with companies that can use the antibody to

DNA. The €15 million that European subsidy

alternatives for animal research.

humans. It will involve many of Europe’s leading

develop novel diagnostic kits. Schistosomiasis,

programme Horizon 2020 has awarded

Dr. A.A.F. de Vries | Prof.dr. A.P. IJzerman

toxicologists and experts in related fields

mostly found in countries with a tropical

allows the LUMC to expand the research

Dr. L.H. Heitman

and sectors, such as cell and developmental

climate, affects more than 200 million people

infrastructure into seven other European

biology, genomics, computational biology,

globally and is fatal to hundreds of thousands

countries.

cheminformatics, bioinformatics, biostatistics

of people every year. Early detection of the

Prof.dr. H.J. Guchelaar | Dr. J.J. Swen

and regulatory sciences.

disease can help to overcome it.

Dr. M. Kriek

Prof.dr. B. van de Water

Dr.ir. P.L.A.M. Corstjens | Dr. G.J. van Dam
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Grant Development

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs
Entrepreneurship

Cisca Hoogendijk has received an NWO

As part of the ZonMW Antibiotics resistance

Associate professor of International

In view of the activities of Leiden University

Internationalisation in the Humanities

program, the Leiden Academic Centre for Drug

Law Robert Heinsch has developed the

to influence the future European subsidy

Grant for her project that aims to organise

Research cluster Systems Pharmacology has

International Humanitarian Law Clinic which

schemes, the Grant Development team

an international research network of

been awarded funding for a research project to

allows students to work on research projects

organised the symposium ‘Influencing Horizon

papyrologists and archaeologists from Leiden,

develop novel clinical biomarkers – indicators

of partner NGO institutions in the field. The

2020 and the next Framework Programme’.

Ann Arbor in America and Lecce in Italy.

in the human body that reveal the presence

clinic enables students to learn through

The speakers from the Ministry of Education,

The partners’ expertise will be applied to an

of diseases – for bacterial infections. These

experience by applying legal theory to real-

Culture and Sciences, Rijksdienst voor

important but partly overlooked collection of

biomarkers will enable patients to receive

world situations and helping the partners to

Ondernemend Nederland and Secretary-

Roman-era papyrus texts from the ancient

individualized antibiotics treatment, while the

solve legal problems that they are encountering

General of the League of European Research

Egyptian village of Soknopaiou Nesos (Dime),

risk of the development of antibiotic resistance

in their work. It will prepare them for respective

Universities Kurt Deketelaere focused on

leading to new research questions regarding

is reduced. Partnering research clinicians reside

jobs in the field. Heinsch will collaborate with

political contexts, decision processes and

the role of writing in ancient societies.

at St. Antoniusziekenhuis and UMC Utrecht.

the Leiden University Centre for Innovation to

the various channels of influence. With this

Dr. F.A.J. Hoogendijk

Dr. J.G.C. van Hasselt | Prof.dr. T. Hankemeier

introduce the project in more areas.

knowledge the university can optimise using

Prof.dr. C.A.J. Knibbe

Dr. R.W. Heinsch LLM | Drs. G.J. Shimshon

those channels and join forces with other

Knowledge Partnering

Grant Development

stakeholders.
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Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs
Entrepreneurship

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Knowledge Partnering

Grant Development

Spin-off Hearon has been set up this

LUMC provides knowledge, know-how,

Professor of Greek Language and Literature

The consortium that is headed by Janneke

year. The company is marketing an online

facilities and expertise to Incision, a 3D

and Spinoza prize winner Ineke Sluiter is

Wesseling, professor at the Academy of

hearing test, which has been developed

learning platform for improving surgical

organising a masterclass for the Ministry of

Academy of Creative and Performing Arts,

by LUMC, Amsterdam Medical Center and

skills. Incision’s educational videos combine

Economic Affairs, in which she will focus on

has received a grant from the NWO Creative

Nationale Hoorstichting. The test is able to

anatomical knowledge with 3D images of

the lessons the government can learn from

Industry - KIEM programme, for the project

establish hearing loss or damage in a very

actual operations, adding high value to current

the innovative power of the ancient Greek

‘Critical Making as a model for art practice in

straightforward way and it can be taken on a

educational methods, which mainly consist of

civilisations. This important step towards

the digital age’. The consortium is a public-

smart phone, tablet or pc. The principle target

literature and medical protocols.

outreach and a more strategic connection

private partnership between Leiden University,

audience are people that work in a noisy

Prof.dr. M.C. de Ruiter

with the ministry regarding Sluiter’s area of

Hogeschool Rotterdam, Het Nieuwe Instituut

environment.

expertise was made possible by the Leiden

and Waag Society. It aims to research the shift

Dr.ir. J.A.P.M. de Laat

University Centre for Professional Learning.

from the traditional perception of aesthetics

Prof.dr. I. Sluiter | Drs. N. Hopman

of art and culture to a modern day technologyoriented paradigm of making.
Prof.dr. J.C. Wesseling
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1. Introduction UNIIQ proof-ofconcept fund at
InnovationQuarter Year Event
2. Vice mayor of Leiden
Robert Strijk at Startersdag
Leiden 2016 at HUBspot

2.

3. TechTalk Asia
4. Luris’ Entrepreneurship
Advisor Tim de Jong presents
the Luris Audience Award
to Niall Hodgins from NADES
Solutions during the Science

1.

3.

Meets Business Plan
competition
5. TechTalk Genomics
6. Brave New World
7. LUMC signs collaboration
agreement with Canadian
partner CCRM to market
regenerative therapies

4.

5.

6.

7.

1. Brave New World

		Photo: Peter Dreuning fotografie

2. TechTalk Brain
		

Photo: Fotostudio Marks

3. Luris’ Senior Grant Advisor
Anna Groeninx at symposium
‘Influencing Horizon 2020 and
the next Framework

1.

3.

Programme’

		

Photo: EELK fotografie

4. Luris’ Legal Counsel Kim Grogan at
Leiden Bètabanenmarkt 2016
5. Show me the Money!
Walk-in sessions

4.

2.

6. Opening HUBspot
		

Photo: Buro JP

7. Luris’ Director of Grant
Development Anke Klerkx and
participants at the course ‘How
to write an excellent research
proposal’
8. UNIIQ invests in VarmX
5.

6.

7.

8.

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs
Entrepreneurship

Knowledge Partnering

Legal Affairs

Grant Development

Paul Gobée from Anatomy and Embryology

Marjolein Kikkert of Medical Microbiology

Researchers from the Leiden Centre of Data

Nadia Soudzilovskaia of the Institute of

is helping Erik Kwakkel, senior lecturer

will work together with a leading animal

Science aim to help national athletes – like

Environmental Sciences has been awarded

in Medieval Paleography and Codicology,

health company to look into using mutated

Sven Kramer and Kjeld Nuis from the LottoNL-

an NWO Vidi grant for her research into

design a database for sharing images and

viruses as a vaccine for diseases in pigs. This

Jumbo skating team and soccer club PSV –

the mechanisms through which different

texts. Gobée has set up an online anatomy

collaboration, which also involves a Canadian

improve their results. Models that look at a link

mycorrhizal fungi - plant-fungal symbiosis

platform that students and professors from

university, has already been running for three

between competition results and preparation,

- cause differential impacts on soil carbon

eleven participating UMC’s use to find precise

years, and the latest amendment will see the

and movements on the field, provide data

cycling. Her investigations will aid developing

translations of anatomical definitions from

industrial partner put an additional €420.000

that athletes can use to tweak and improve

policy measures to anticipate increases in

Latin into European languages. By connecting

into the project between now and 2018,

training regimes. In this project Leiden is

soil carbon emissions, due to introduction or

the academics to each other, Kwakkel can apply

with more than half of the funding work

collaborating with data science centres in Delft

invasion of plants bringing new mycorrhizal

Gobée’s knowledge and experiences in building

to be done at LUMC.

and Amsterdam.

types into an ecosystem.

the platform for his own online sharing tool.

Dr.ir. M. Kikkert

Prof.dr. J.N. Kok | Dr. A.J. Knobbe

Dr. N.A. Soudzilovskaia

Prof.dr. F. Kwakkel | Drs. O.P. Gobée MD
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Knowledge Partnering

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs
Entrepreneurship

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Grant Development

LUMC has signed a second collaboration

Spin-off VarmX has been set up this year. The

LUMC has signed a license agreement with a

Michaël Peyrot, connected to the Centre for

agreement with biopharmaceutical company

company has developed a drug called Pseudoxa

French pharmaceutical company concerning

Linguistics, has been awarded an NWO Vidi

Bellicum concerning the search for novel cell

that can stop the bleeding for patients taking

research relating to in vitro and in vivo cancer

grant because of his multidisciplinary research

immunotherapies for cancer treatments. LUMC

blood thinners. This can prevent the critical and

models and the development of new cancer

into reconstructing the ancient migration

academics with the department of Hematology

often fatal consequences of internal bleeding.

treatments by Oncology’s Thorbald van Hall

routes of early Indo-European speakers of the

have discovered a way of equipping cells with

Prof.dr. P.H. Reitsma

and Sjoerd van der Burg.

language of Tocharian from western China to

Dr. T. van Hall | Prof.dr. S.H. van der Burg

Europe. ‘Tracking the Tocharians’ will involve

T-cell receptors, which can recognize specific
anti-genes on cancer melanoma. Ovarian

research fields including history, archaeology

cancer is one of the target areas that the

and genetics.

LUMC research will focus on, and Bellicum will

Dr. M. Peyrot

develop the research results into therapeutics.
Dr. M.H.M. Heemskerk
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Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

In order to deepen cooperation with Chinese

Nephrology is working together with Leiden

Biophysicist Stefano Coppola has received

Building on a collaboration founded last

partner universities, Leiden University has

based company Bonstato for the introduction

the prestigious AXA Research Fund

year, Leiden based ProQR have increased

launched its University-wide program for

of a medical dashboard, which is used in their

postdoctoral fellowship. With this grant he

their investment in the research of assistant

cooperation with China for the development

outpatient clinic. The online dashboard tool

can work on a project to research the role

professor in Human Genetics Willeke van Roon

of joint research and education programs that

gives doctors and patients an easy access

of mechanical factors in the development

– Mom to reach a total of €600.000. This latest

can make a difference in terms of innovation

overview of combined data: values that

of pancreatic cancer. The aim is to get a

agreement involves the generation of new

and impact. With regard to this programme,

patients measure and enter at home, like blood

better understanding of the role of force and

medicines against Huntington’s disease.

the Luris department of Legal Affairs has

pressure or weight, and medication and blood

mechanics in a developing tumor, which might

Dr. W.M.C. van Roon – Mom

given support concerning the legal aspects of

levels provided by the hospital.

lead to novel molecular targeted therapies that

collaborations with Xi‘an Jiaotong University,

Dr. P.J.M. van der Boog

can predict and temper risks in early pancreatic

Zhejiang University and Xiamen University.

Grant Development

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

cancer.
Dr. S. Coppola
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Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Legal Affairs

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Knowledge Partnering
Legal Affairs

Professor Thomas Hankemeier from the

Oncological surgeon Gerrit-Jan Liefers

A collaboration with an American

A biotechnology multinational will enter into a

Leiden Academic Centre for Drug Research

is heading a multidisciplinary research

biotechnology company has been launched to

collaboration with LUMC, on a novel approach

has entered into a joint research agreement

team with members from UMC Groningen,

capilatise on the work of professor Ed Kuijper

for the generation of antibodies to target

with Japanese companies Astellas, Takeda and

Antoni van Leeuwenhoek hospital, UMC

of Experimental Bacteriology to identify

antigens, and thus target tumors. The work at

Daiichi Sankyo aiming to set up a biomarker

Utrecht, Borstkanker Onderzoek Groep and

bacteria from fecal samples, which can be

LUMC will be conducted under the supervision

database. Acquiring and analyzing biomarkers,

Borstkankervereniging Nederland, in his

used as therapeutics. The company will fund

of professors Mirjam Heemskerk and Maaike

indicators in the human body that reveal the

quest to decrease the number of unnecessary

a postdoc at the Leiden lab and transfer their

Ressing and will be supported by the industrial

presence of diseases, helps optimise and

radiotherapy on low risk breast cancer patients

unique techniques to LUMC.

partner, to the tune of €250.000 of research

accelerate the development of innovative

who are over seventy years of age. His study

Prof.dr. E.J. Kuijper

costs, as well as the provision of supporting

medicines. The related clinical study will be

will survey the physical and mental condition of

technology platforms.

conducted at the Leiden based Centre for

patients in order to assess if the side effects of

Dr. M.H.M. Heemskerk | Dr. M.E. Ressing

Human Drug Research.

radiotherapy weigh up to the quality of life that

Prof.dr. T. Hankemeier

is experienced when patients do not undergo
the radiotherapy.
Dr. G.J. Liefers
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Entrepreneurship
Entrepreneurial
programmes
Enterprise Leiden Fund (ELF)

Medical Center and Rabobank.
This year, four loan applications have been
granted to Idris Oncology, KARBE, Landscape and

Starter fund ELF offers academics and students

Vacis. Idris is developing oncological products.

of all disciplines who want to set up their own

KARBE’s automotive system improves the fuel

company the chance to develop entrepreneurial

burning process in motorized vehicles which

skills by putting them into practice. Participants

makes driving cheaper, more efficient and less

have access to funds, expert guidance and a high-

polluting. The Landscape team consists of

quality network of partners to help achieve their

information mining experts who offer solutions

ambitions. ELF helps them to create the right

and analyses for organisations to apply the full

conditions for themselves, to help them through

potential of their data. VACIS has designed a

the difficult first years. In the fund, Leiden

tissue engineering solution that stimulates the

University works together with Leiden University

body to grow a new blood vessel.
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UNIIQ
(formerly known as Valorisation Grant
Programme)

provides starters with knowledge and expertise

This year’s transition of the Leiden University

or access to equipment and/or instruments.

Valorisation Grant Programme into UNIIQ was

UNIIQ has granted eight loans in 2016. Two

initiated by the university joining forces with

of them involved Leiden start-up companies:

its LDE alliance partners, TU Delft, Erasmus

VarmX and Fibriant. Leiden University Medical

University Rotterdam and regional investment

Center spin-off VarmX has developed a drug that

company InnovationQuarter. With this, the reach

can stop the bleeding for patients taking blood

and size of the fund have increased significantly.

thinners, which can prevent the critical and often

While the focus of the Enterprise Leiden Fund

fatal consequences of internal hemorrhaging.

(see page 42) is on helping academics and

Fibriant aims to develop a production platform

students grow as entrepreneurs, UNIIQ is about

for variants of fibrinogen, a protein found in blood

development of a commercial proposition. The

that plays an important role in blood clotting,

fund helps start-ups through the proof-of-

tissue repair and natural defences against

concept period, in which they need to prove to

infections. The production of unique variants is

future investors that their product or application

key to creating new and improved solutions for a

is commercially viable. Next to a loan, UNIIQ also

broad range of healthcare applications.
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HUBspot - Innovate Leiden!
In October of this year, HUBspot officially opened its doors in the heart of
the city as the new Leiden centre for innovation and entrepreneurship.
Luris was the first tenant to move into HUBspot in August 2016.

student and academic community. HUBspot will
enrich this ecosystem with its role as a regional
nerve centre, which offers support and a strong
network for promising entrepreneurs.
HUBspot is an initiative from Leiden University,

HUBspot’s mission is to create cross-pollination,

intrapreneurship and innovation to over 450

the City of Leiden and University of Applied

by bringing people and organisations together

students.

Sciences Leiden, with external partners

via workshops, seminars, coaching sessions

Rabobank, Lugus, Area071, Grant Thornton and

and network gatherings. HUBspot provides

Leiden has a very favourable business climate,

a multidisciplinary arena where students,

thanks to the Leiden Bio Science Park with its

academics and entrepreneurs get together,

world class life science and pharmaceutical

develop skills and work on new ideas, challenges

companies, the range of strengths of the two

and start-ups. The building provides office

educational institutions: University of Applied

facilities for starting entrepreneurs. University

Sciences Leiden and Leiden University (including

of Applied Sciences Leiden and Leiden University

biosciences, social sciences, law, and commerce),

give lectures at HUBspot related to business,

and the enterprising nature of the Leiden
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BioPartner.
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Successful
marketing
interactions
with industry

Luris in numbers

Start-ups
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1

3

Grants
(Leiden
University
only)

56

75

131
Total

193

Total supported

28%

Success rate
total supported

127

Total results
received
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Outreach
Luris organised, contributed and
supported events/workshops

Licenses

0

Number of
licenses
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52

3450

Number
of events/
workshops

Number of
participants

13

€1.7M

Number of
licenses

Total income

UNIIQ
(formerly
known as
Valorisation
Grant
Programme)

Enterprise
Leiden Fund
(ELF)

200

Total applications

2

Total loans
granted

€600k

7

4

€105k

Total applications

Total loans
granted

Total loan sum

Total loan sum
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2015

2016

UL

LUMC

Total

UL

LUMC

Total

Successful marketing
interactions with industry

52

69

121

56

75

131

Start-ups

2

1

1

3

Licenses

2

10

0

13

Total
Supported

Success rate
total supported

Total Supported

Success rate
total supported

204

16% *

193

28%

Total
applications

Total loans
granted

Total loan
sum

Total applications

Total loans
granted

Total loan
sum

UNIIQ (formerly know as
Valorisation Grant Programme)

2

0

€0

200

2

€ 600K

Enterprise Leiden Fund

2

2

€ 45K

7

4

€ 105K

Number of
event/
workshops

Number of
participants

Number of
event/workshops

Number of
participants

35

2750

52

3450

Grants (Leiden University only)

Outreach - events/workshops
that Luris organised,
contributed to or supported
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€ 2.5M

Total income

Opened and closed legal cases 2014 – 2015

2015

€1.7M

Total income

* based on the granted projects in 2015, not the final results

Total

2016

Open

Closed

Open

Closed

295

189

340

61

784

908

920

320

1079

1097

1260

381
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Team

Director

Luris consists of a team of highly driven professionals with a scientific

Ivo de Nooijer

Marian Hoeber

Natasja Kaisiëpo

Director Luris

Personal Assistant of
the Director a.i.

Personal Assistant
of the Director

background or a strong affinity with research. Our organization is
gearing to making to making interactions and transactions between
academics and industry and societal partners as fruitful as possible.
The disciplines at the Luris office:
Knowledge Partnering: tying opportunities and Leiden possibilities together.
Entrepreneurship:

spurring entrepreneurship in the hearts of Leiden academics.

Legal Affairs:

the foundation of every good relationship.

Grant Development:

increasing the chances of getting research funding.

Public Relations:

letting the world know about the research partnerships that emerged.

We take a multidisciplinary approach, putting together a different team of experts for practically
every project we take on. We have a large network of partners backing us up, from which we can

Entrepreneurship
Raffi Balder

Tim de Jong

Director of
Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship
Advisor

draw external professionals where needed.
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Knowledge Partnering

Grant Development

Art Bos

Frits Fallaux

Stefan de Jong

Mike Shaw

Anke Klerkx

Jorrit Kelder

Angela Noble

José Zweekhorst

Director of Knowledge
Partnering a.i. /
Knowledge Broker

Knowledge Broker

Knowledge Broker

Knowledge Broker

Senior Grant Advisor

Senior Grant Advisor

Management Assistant

Matthias Havenaar

Laura MacDonald

Director of Grant
Development

Knowledge Broker

Strategic Partnering
Manager

Anna Groeninx

Manager Knowledge
Base for Grant
Development

Senior Grant Advisor

Public Relations

Legal Affairs

Alexander Mouret

Lisa Bogers

Director of Public
Relations

PR Officer

Sanna Fennet
PR Officer
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Daniëlle Kraakman

Kevin van der
Meijden
Information Officer a.i.

Sebastiaan Ruinard

Isabel Wijffels

Kim Grogan

Zalebry Joseph

Sep Tunzi

Information Officer

Director of Legal Affairs

Legal Counsel

Management Assistant

Senior Legal Counsel

Sander Gellaerts

Ilona Hüppler

Anna ter Molen

Senior Legal Counsel

Senior Legal Counsel

Legal Counsel
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Luris connects academics of Leiden University and Leiden University
Medical Center (LUMC) with the market and society at large, in order to
make the most of their scientific knowledge.

Langegracht 70 (HUBspot)
2312 NV Leiden, The Netherlands
Phone: +31-(0)71- 527 2558
E-mail: luris@luris.nl

